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COPA Migration 8 Duluth, Minnesota 
 

This yearôs Cirrus Owners and Pilots 
Association (COPA) 8th Annual Fly-In and 
Exposition had a change of venue.  For the 
first time, the Migration was held in Dayton, 
Ohio rather than Cirrusô home base in Duluth, 
Minnesota.  ñWeôve gone from the birthplace 
of our airplane to the birthplace of the airplane,ò 
COPA President Curt Sanford said in a press 
conference on the opening day.   
 
The new location allowed for participants to visit many historically fascinating spots during 
the five day event.  It was an action packed and busy exhibition for our own Mike and Holly 
who rose each morning to begin activities at 6:30 a.m.  ñMigration 8 had a huge turn out 
this year,ò remarked Holly, ñit is like seeing family each year as venders, sponsors, 
participants, and volunteers come together to create a very successful show.ò 
 
On Thursday night, a festive Cabana Dinner was held at the Carillon Historical Park.  Holly 
and Mike had over 25 buildings to explore at this sprawling park-complex that showcases 
historical innovation, transportation, and pays tribute to inventors that shaped our nation.  
ñDayton, is of course, the home of Orville and Wilbur Wright, and everywhere you turn 
history is alive,ò states Holly.  The facility displays the Wright Flyer III, as well as, a replica 
of the Brothersô bike shop.  The evening concluded with Smithsonian historian, Tom 
Crouch who spoke on the history of powered flight. 
 
Another fascinating tour opportunity, between trade show hours, seminars, and guest 
speakers, was at the National Museum of the United States Air Force at the Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base.  NMUSAF is worldôs oldest and largest aviation museum home 
to five huge galleries with over 400 displays, an Imax theatre, and the Morphis Movieride 
(just like flying a jet aircraft).   
 
Friday nightôs Annual Migration Banquet was an 
elegant event held at the National Museum with two 
highly anticipated speakers.  Aircraft Owners and 
Pilot Associationôs  (AOPA) President Craig Fuller 
welcomed and inspired the crowd.  He introduced 
the great-grandniece of the Orville and Wilber Wright, 
Amanda Wright Lane who spoke on preserving the 
legacy of the Wright Brothers and her foundationôs 
financial support to aviation. 
 
With so much to do, Migration 8 was a whirl-wind of excitement.  Mike and Holly enjoyed 
seeing familiar faces, especially Heavenôs Landing owner Tom Nasser, and they look 
forward to Migration 9 as planning begins already with new sites and events already in the 
works. 
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Mike, Holly with Amanda Wright Lane and 
AOPA President Craig Fuller  
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Experimental Aircraft AssociationñLawrenceville Chapter 690 
  

On June 5th, Mike and Holly attended the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Chapter 690ôs pancake 
breakfast meeting at Briscoe Field in Lawrenceville, Georgia.   
 
In addition to having the Heavenôs Landing expo display 
and sharing the promotional DVD, Mike was honored to 
be the eventôs guest speaker.  He presented the joys of 
ñHeaven on EarthðLiving with Your Airplane.ò  Mike 
highlighted the benefits of living in a premiere fly-in 
community nestled in the heavenly Northeast Georgia 
mountains.  ñWhere else can you wake up to stunning 
beauty, jump in your aircraft, and experience the 
freedom of personal travel in an economical way, while 
being surrounded by some of the most dynamic and 
friendly like-minded neighbors you could ever hope to 
find?ò poignantly questions Mike.   
 
The packed meeting had guests from around the 
general aviation community.  ñIt was the perfect 
opportunity to invite our Atlanta neighbors to take the 
short flight to visit Heavenôs Landing,ò continues Mike, 
ñHeavenôs Landing is ólike no place on earthô compared 
to most metro fly-in living communities.ò 

DeKalb Peachtree  Airport Good Neighbor Day  

Air show and Open House 
 
On the heals of a wonderful morning meeting at EAA, Mike and 
Holly attended the Good Neighbor Day at DeKalb Peachtree 
Airport.  Sponsored by the Jim Ellis Automotive Group, it was a 
afternoon filled with static displays hosted by the Atlanta 
Helicopter Pilots Association and top tier aerobatic performances.   

 
Some of the dayôs line-up included, The 
Misty Blues, an all womenôs skydiving 
team, formation flying by Team Aeroshell 
and Team RV, and the Red Eagle Air Sports 
Team.  This was a free admission event and just 
another great example of aviation camaraderie, so 
mark your calendars for early June of 2011! 

 

 

 

 

Busy Meeting and Greeting 
 
Flying Magazinesô Parade of Planes was held at Gwinnett County Airport- Briscoe 
Field (KLZU), June 11th  and 12th.  POP is an aviation ñsuperstoreò event.  It gives 
those in the market for an aircraft a side to side comparison of the most popular 
planes.  Mike set up the booth on Friday and Property supervisor, Gerald Silvious 
was on hand Saturday. 
 
Back at Heavenôs Landing, Mike returned to host another great fly-in Saturday.  Hollyôs great cookies, 
wonderful hamburgers and property tours rounded out the day.  Plan to spend the day again on August 21 
for our next fly-in event. 

 

 

Michele and Gene Bromberek visit 
with Mike and Holly and take a virtual 

tour of Heavenôs Landing. 
Photo by Joel Levine 

 

 

*Photos used with permission from PDK 
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Owner Profile ðAl and Kim Kussy 

One common denominator for the Heavenôs Landingôs community is a 

passion to work hard and play harder.  Kim and Al Kussy along with their 

two college-aged daughters, Breanna and Bethany, of St. Petersburg, 

Florida, are the perfect example of this lifestyle built on a foundation of 

family being first.  The Kussyôs have been a vital part of Heavenôs 

Landing for over 7 years.  They own Lot #64 located on approach end of 

runway 5 and Hangar M5. 

Al and Kim are both avid pilots and own a Cessna 310R.  Married for 

twenty-seven years, they met in Dearborn, Michigan.  After honeymoon-

ing in Florida, they decided it was a place to set down roots and moved 

there within a year of visiting.   

The Kussyôs first encounter at Heavenôs Landing was inspired by an ad 

for the property in an aviation magazine.  After touring the area, they fell 

in love with the taxiway lot.  Heavenôs Landing is the perfect escape from the Florida heat and a hub for outdoor 

and business related activities for the family.  The Kussyôs have always enjoyed the beauty of the Georgia 

Mountains and are avid campers.  They come multiple times a year spending time out on Lake Burton, 

exploring the sights, and enjoying the great shops in Highlands, NC.   

Al and Kim are the heart of their family owned business, Aerospace Components Inc. 

(AC),  a company they started together.  Over their 25 year business history, the 

company has morphed from a military and space components manufacturer to leading 

the industry in producing high-quality performance products for drag racers.  Al, a 

former design engineer at Honeywell, is their companyôs Chief Design Engineer and 

Head of Shop Operations.  Al might be described as the dreamer of the family as he 

knew he wished to fly as a child watching flights out of the Detroit Metro Airport fly over 

his home in Michigan.  ñAs long as I can remember I always wanted to learn how to fly 

like an eagle!ò reports Al.  At the first opportunity, he got his pilotôs licenses along with 

all his ratings.  Then, he fostered a love for drag racing into a very successful business.   

Kim as well wears multiple hats in the operation of the company including, Executive Vice-President, Chief 

Financial Officer, and Marketing Officer!  She is the driving force behind the successful marketing that has 

developed into strong relationships with drivers and sponsorships of racing programs.  ñI love people, and I love 

to promote - that is what I am passionate about!ò, Kim states.  Aerospace Components is a main sponsor for all 

race classes for the Fox Sports Networkôs, ñNHRA Unleashed Seriesò.  The series is from the producers of the 

hit shows ñPinksò and ñPink All Out.ò  Visit ACôs website, to see all the details: www.aerospacecomponents.com.     

Al and Kim have put as much passion in their work as they have with their home-life.  

After working day jobs and putting in the time at night to get Aerospace Components off 

the ground, they started a family.  They homeschooled their daughters for ten years.  The 

red dragster pictured above, was built as a home school project by the girls.  The ñoffice-

schoolingò immersed the girls in all things business, life skills, teamwork, as well as, 

design planning, and building a car!  Breanna and Bethany are now students at the 

University of South Florida, Tampa. 

The Kussyôs busy schedule brings many wonderful opportunities and yet, they still have 

personal time.  They recently renewed their vows in Hawaii, and they find much joy and 

peace as active members of the Indian Rocks Baptist Church in Largo, FL.    

Al and Kim are always looking for the next challenge and new adventure.  Because Aerospace Components 

once worked on parts for the Space Shuttle, they jest that they are currently in the market  to ñpick up a used 

space shuttle...we will be launching from Heavenôs Landing and Mike can light the fuseò!  Knowing the Kussyôs, 

you just might need to get your lawn chair ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


